
 
 

Material World… (Sofa so good) 
Orinoco – the Oxfordshire scrapstore has linked up with Witney based furniture manufacturer 
Wesley Barrell to find new homes for hundreds of metres of quality fabric off-cuts and roll 
ends. The off-cuts, which range from half a metre to several metres in length will be sold at 
bargain prices by Orinoco from their store at the Bullingdon Community Centre, Peat Moors 
(off the Slade), Headington. 

Witney based furniture manufacturer Wesley Barrell are proud of the quality of their 
handmade furniture and of the fabrics they use. They offer their customers a choice from 
thousands of fabrics from all the major textile houses plus their own exclusive Italian textiles: 
Sanderson, G.P. & J. Baker, Lelievre, Osborne & Little, Liberty… the list goes on.  

Traditionally, they have held onto their fabric oddments in case they were needed to repair or 
restore a customer’s piece of furniture. Unfortunately, they have run out of storage space and 
have had to rationalise their stock. Hundreds of rolls of fabric were earmarked to go in the 
grand clear-out. Orinoco – The Oxfordshire Scrapstore, were happy to help. 

Howie Watkins, Business Development manager of Orinoco said, ‘Wesley Barell contacted us 
because they couldn’t bear to see such fantastic fabric as this go to a rag merchant. When 
you look at it you can see why. Just imagine, Liberty fabric with a William Morris design today, 
dish cloth tomorrow – that would be a crime. Wesley Barell could have sold the fabric to a 
rag-merchant but they offered it to Orinoco for free so that we could ensure a more 
appropriate use’. 

‘In total, we’re taking three van loads of fabric, that’s hundreds of rolls. This stuff is fantastic 
quality and some of it would sell in a shop for £5-£10 a metre, even as off cuts. We’ll be 
selling it off at bargain prices starting at 50 pence a roll and some of our members have 
already benefited from some incredible bargains by grabbing the first fabric to arrive at our 
store as soon as it came off the van’. 

The fabric will be on sale at the Orinoco scrapstore in the Bullingdon Community Centre, Peat 
Moors (off the Slade), Headington from Saturday July 1st . The store opens on Saturdays from 
11am to 4pm. Further details on the Orinoco Website: www.oxorinoco.org. 

‘Because space in our store is at a premium we can not keep the fabric hanging around for 
long. For now, we’ve got it piled from floor to ceiling in our loading area and we wont be able 
to bring in any new stock until it’s shifted. Weather permitting, we’ll be putting out tables of 
fabric to give our customers a better look at the rolls on Saturdays when we’re open and 
we’re going to hold a special two day fabric sale over the weekend of the 29th  & 30th of July.’ 

Orinoco will also be organising Outreach fabric sales with interested organisations. ‘We’re 
willing to link up with organisations who would like to raise funds for themselves by running a 
fabric sale. If they provide the venue, the publicity and (we hope) the customers… we’ll 
provide the fabric. We’ll share all the profits, you can’t say fairer than that.’ 

Groups and organisations who would like to arrange a visit to the Scrapstore outside of the 
normal opening hours and groups interested in running their own fabric fundraiser should get 
in touch with Howie at Orinoco via their website: www.oxorinoco.org. 

http://www.oxorinoco.org/
http://www.oxorinoco.org/


Wesley Barrell is just one of many manufacturers and businesses who work with Orinoco to 
see their waste re-used constructively. By working in partnership with businesses, Orinoco 
help them to reduce their environmental impact and provide a valuable service to hobbyists, 
craft enthusiasts, mums, dads, children, teachers, artists, in fact anyone who wants to be 
creative. 

‘We pick up all manner of things: cardboard, plastic bits, re-usable paper, barrels, fabric, 
wood, it’s a long list. Just look at the catalogue on our website www.oxorinoco.org or drop into 
the store. You’ll be amazed at some of the weird and wonderful things there. We’re always 
interested to hear from businesses that have re-usable waste.’ Business Development 
Manager Howie Watkins is always keen to hear from companies and can offer advice on 
whether waste is suitable or not for re-use. 

Photocall: 
Monday July 3rd  @ 3pm Picture of pallets of fabric piles up with Orinoco volunteers on had to 
pose on top of, beside and near to impressively big piles of rolled fabric 

Howie Watkins, Efsun Degertekin and a member of the Barrell family (T.B.C.) will be loading 
fabric at the factory from 2:30pm 

Notes: 
Howie Watkins, Orinoco: 07771 708178 / 01865 762474 / office@howie.info  
Bullingdon Community Centre, Peat Moors, Headington, Oxford. OX3 7HS 
Click for Map, courtesy of Google Maps. 
www.oxorinoco.org

Wesley-Barrell: 01993 893100 
Ducklington Mill, Standlake Road, Ducklington, Witney, Oxon. OX29 7YR 
Click for map, courtesy of Google Maps. 
www.wesley-barrell.co.uk  

In 1895 Anthony Ernest Barrell started a business in the Cotswolds specialising in hand-
crafted furniture. More than a century later, the Wesley-Barrel name has become 
synonymous with classically designed English furniture, built to last. 

Four generations later, the business continues to be owned and run by members of the 
family. Their involvement ensures that attention to detail, inspiration of design and quality of 
manufacture remain fundamental features of all Wesley-Barell furniture. 

http://www.oxorinoco.org/
mailto:office@howie.info
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=OX3+7HS&ie=UTF8&om=1
http://www.oxorinoco.org/
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=OX29+7YR&ie=UTF8&om=1
http://www.wesley-barrell.co.uk/
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